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Jim Squires : 

■S Special to The Washington Post 

UNION CITY, Tenn.— With 
Rebel yells echoing around 
him, George C. Wallace told a 
foot-stomping crowd of Tenne- 
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A victory for his candidate, Soon after Wallace’s depar- 
Jim Bill Davis, m ight well ' ture, the GOP dispatched a 
entice Wallace to back more high powered team of speech- 

independents with his AIP makers, headed by House Re- 

label. A loss would mean that publican .Leader Gerald Ford 

•Raker (R-Tenn.) 
Rogers C. B. Morton 

. The former Alabama Cover- . ^ ***>■ were , « Maryland, to the district to 

nor may have been overstating , : rlght - campaign for dts candidate, 

the importance of Tuesday’s 1 “The ejffect- --of this, election State Rep. Leonard Dunavant. 

' Congressional election here, will reach far beyond the geo- ,v V The Democrats decided 

; flatly against any national in- 


see farmers last week that they ' hackers who advised him ‘not ' Sen. Howard ! 

n \ a y. h »> < ! the key to the future to get involved in the Tennes- and Rep. Roge 
of his third-party movement. . ■ „„ ; r • ~ ^ ♦. 


but certainly the balloting : graphical boundaries of the flatly against any national 
could be a boost or' a debacle \i Eighth District and will be felt intervention. . 
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attitude and was elected six 
times. 1 1 

All three major candidates 
and the seven other independ- 
ents in the race will all agree 
that the man who gets the Ev- 
erett vote is unbeatable. Ever- 
ett, who died Jan. 26, had one 
of the most conservative vot- 
ing records among Democrats 
and convinced his constituents 
that he better than anyone 


for Wallace and his American 


Independenfe/Party. ■ . , 

For the first time Wallace" 


by -the political leaders ini ; “The people of the Eighth 
Washington, letting ••• them District don’t need officials of 

__ know the people with our pol- V the » Federal Governemnt to 

has -put himself and his party? .itical beliefs cannot be ig- A come in and tell us how to 

out on a limb by backing . a ; nored by - those in power,” - vote.” said Democratic candi- 

third-party candidate against a- ; ..Wallace said this week. date Ed Jones, a dairy farmer 

Democrat and a Republican.'- '^“Never beforein our history and former state, commis- 

The Outcome- could determine have the people of one single . sioiier of agriculture. “We’ve 

whether ’ Wallace will become Congressional district had the : never needed dt before, we 

embroiled in the 197Q tyngre^- ^Opportunity to : influence so .; S>jjon*t need it now.” 
sional races jri an effoft to es- greatly the trends in That’S what Jones should 

tablish a. power base, or.' sit . can. government as do the vot- r: say because the man he hopes 

back and play his «waiting ers of your district.” i to succeed, the late Rep. Rob- 

game until 1972. The _ Republicans agree. ert A., (Fats) Everett, took that 


' - else . knew what was good for 


— ■■ 

the Eighth District. 

Until Wallace and the GOP 
began firing big guns here 
this past week, it appeared 
that Jones, a balding man with 
a quiet manner, had the inside 
track. Running with the en- 
dorsement of both factions of 
the. state’s Democratic Party 
and of Everett’s mother, he 
appeared far ahead in the 
polls. 

Davis, an insurance man 
making his first bid for public 
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office, had done little work 
and appeared to be basing his 
hopes on the fact that Wallace 
won the -Eighth District by 
nearly 25,000 votes last Nov- 
ember. His biggest asset was 
his bumper sticker —“Davis . 
for Congress — Wallace likes 
him.” 

But if Wallace, by campaign- 
ing personally dn the district, 
can (turn 'his own popularity 
into votes for Davis, the elec- 
tion could be a tough three- 
man battle. 

Veteran Democrats in the 
district seem (to fear the Wal- 
lace appearance will help 
Davis pull enough votes away 
from Jones to' elect Dunavant, ‘ 
who they say is now running 
second. 

The effect of the other inde- 
pendent candidates in the race 
is difficult to define, but most 
observers believe their pres- 
ence will hurt Jones the most. 


Of them, O. W. Pickett, a 
Memphis Negro businessman, 
is most important. 

About 20 per cent of the dis- 
trict’s 170.000 registered voters 
are Negro. With Pickett out of 
the race, most of them would 
certainly, go to Jones. The ap- 
pearance of comedian-civil 
rights worker Dick Gregory in 
the district this week undoubt- 
edly enhanced Pickett’s 
chances of influencing the out- 
. come, but there is still consid- 
erable debate over Pickett’s 
strength. •* r 
Although running as an in- 
dependent, 'he is a professed 
Republican and most local 
Negro organizations are led by 
Democrats pledged to Jones. 

Other candidates in the race 
include • Wayn e T. EJewees, 
Charles Gofdori Vick, Robert 
Vi Bickers and R. A. Farrell, 
all of Mephis; James O. Lanier 
of Dyersburg and Jim Boyd of 
Gibson County. 
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have, expressed a last-minute 
desire to withdraw from the 
race, but their decision is ex-- j 
pected *to have little effect. 

Both 'Dewees and Farrell 
have expressed a last-minute 
desire to withdraw from the 
* race, but their decision is ex- 
pected to have little effect. 

Aside from personalities, 
about the only factor of signif- 
icance ’is the Tennessee 
weather. Wet grounds, have 
put farmers far behind in 
their spring plowing, a task 
vitfcl to rural West Tennessee 
where Jones is strongest. A 
dry\ sunny day could, entice 
many of them to sfay^in ‘ the 
fields and bypass ai trip to the 
:polls. : 

As a result, George Wallace ■ 
and the GOP are hoping for 
sunshine, Ed ; Hines and the 
Democrats are praying for 
rain. 
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